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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lortz 
(USPN 6,349,410), cited by examiner. 

Regarding claim 1, the claimed "method for recording a television program 
broadcast by a TV broadcaster" is met as follows: 

• The claimed step of "receiving a request to record said television program 
selected by a user" is met by the programming instructions to store the 
selected TV content in storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 10-21]. 

• The claimed step of "establishing a web connection to a web server of 
said TV broadcaster" is met by the attainment of the web content that the 
URL indicates through the Internet [col. 3, lines 58-65]. 

• The claimed step of "downloading the web content responsive to said 
television program" is met by the ability for the retrieved web pages to be 
stored on the storage device [col. 5, lines 63-65]. 
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• The claimed step of "storing said television program selected by said user 
and said downloaded web content from said web server in a memory" is 
met by the storage device 20 and it's ability to store TV content [col. 3, 
lines 44-47] and retrieved web pages [col. 5, lines 63-65]. 

Regarding claim 2 t the claimed "step of replaying said stored television program 
and the web content responsive to said television program in a synchronized manner" is 
met by the retrieval of the stored information from the storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 14- 
21] and the ability for the system to synchronize the display of web-sites to the display 
of TV content [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

Regarding claim 3, the claimed "step of retrieving said stored television program 
and the corresponding said downloaded web content from said memory" is met by the 
retrieval of the stored information from the storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 14-21]. 

Regarding claim 4, the claimed "storing step further comprises a step of 
synchronizing said television program selected by said user with the web content of said 
web server responsive to said television program" is met by the attainment and storage 
of web content indicated by the URL through the Internet connection [col. 3, lines 58-65] 
and displaying the web content according to the synchronized schedule of the TV 
content [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed "synchronization is achieved by time stamping 
said television program selected by said user and the web content that is responsive to 
said television program" is met by the idea of making a URL valid for a pre-determined 
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amount of time and triggering the URL to display web content based on that valid URL 
time [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed "television program is received from the group 
consisting of cable, satellite, and antenna" is met by the discussion of the well-known 
methods for transmission [col. 3, lines 5-8]. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed "TV broadcaster includes a proxy or unaffiliated 
entity providing an interactive capability between said user and said web server of said 
TV broadcaster" is met by the inherent interactivity of the Internet connection. The user 
can browse through links and interact with web-sites that have been chosen to be 
synchronized with the TV content [col. 4, lines 1-10]. 

Regarding claim 8, the claimed "method for providing a synchronized replay of a 
television program and the corresponding web content originated from a TV 
broadcaster's web server" is met as follows: 

• The claimed step of "transmitting a request to record said television 
program via an input means" is met by the programming instructions to 
store the selected TV content in storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 10-21]. 

• The claimed step of "automatically establishing a web connection to said 
web server of said TV broadcaster" is met by the attainment of the web 
content that the URL indicates through the Internet [col. 3, lines 58-65]. 

• The claimed step of "storing said television program and the web content 
of said web server responsive to said television program in a synchronized 
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manner in a memory" is met by the ability for the retrieved web pages to 
be stored on the storage device [col. 5, lines 63-65]. 

• The claimed step of "receiving a request to replay said stored television 
program via said input means" is met by the retrieval of the stored 
information from the storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 14-21] and the ability 
for the system to synchronize the display of web-sites to the display of TV 
content [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

• The claimed step of "replaying said stored television program and 
simultaneously displaying said stored web content that is responsive to 
said television program" is met by the retrieval of the stored information 
from the storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 14-21] and the ability to 
simultaneously display TV content (on the primary television display) and 
web content (on the web pad) [col. 5, lines 40-43]. 

Regarding claim 9, the claimed "step of retrieving said stored television program 
and the corresponding said downloaded web content from said memory" is met by the 
retrieval of the stored information from the storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 14-21]. 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed "synchronization is achieved by time stamping 
said television program selected by said user and the web content that is responsive to 
said television program" is met by the idea of making a URL valid for a pre-determined 
amount of time and triggering the URL to display web content based on that valid URL 
time [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the claimed "television program is received from the group 
consisting of cable, satellite, and antenna" is met by the discussion of the well-known 
methods for transmission [col. 3, lines 5-8]. 

Regarding claim 12, the claimed "TV broadcaster includes a proxy or unaffiliated 
entity providing an interactive capability between said user and said web server of said 
TV broadcaster" is met by the inherent interactivity of the Internet connection. The user 
can browse through links and interact with web-sites that have been chosen to be 
synchronized with the TV content [col. 4, lines 1-10]. 

Regarding claim 1 3, the claimed "apparatus for providing a synchronized replay 
of a television program and the corresponding web content" is met as follows: 

• The claimed "means for establishing a web connection to a web server 
displaying the corresponding web content" is met by the attainment of the 
web content that the URL indicates through the Internet [col. 3, lines 58- 
65]. 

• The claimed "means for recording said television program selected by a 
user" is met by the programming instructions to store the selected TV 
content in storage device 20 [col. 3, lines 10-21]. 

• The claimed "means for storing said television program selected by said 
user and the corresponding web content" is met by the storage device 20 
and it's ability to store broadcast TV content and web content [col. 3, lines 
13-16]. 
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• The claimed "means for reproducing said stored television program and 
the web content responsive to said television program in a synchronized 
manner" is met by the retrieval of the stored information from the storage 
device 20 [col. 3, lines 14-21] and the ability for the system to synchronize 
the display of web-sites to the display of TV content [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

• The claimed "control means configured to receive a request to record said 
television program selected by said user, said control means controlling 
said recording means to initiate the recording of said television program 
and the web content that is responsive to said television program" is met 
by the remote control, discussed in column 3, lines 22-27, which serves to 
enable user selection and control of recording and replay of television 
content and web content. The recordings of television content and web 
content [col. 3, lines 13-16] can later be displayed via the TV or 
aforementioned web pad. 

Regarding claim 14, the claimed "means for displaying said stored television 
program and the corresponding web content" is met by the Display 22 or web display 
82. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed "means for synchronizing said television 
program selected by said user with the web content responsive to said television 
program" is met by the attainment and storage of web content indicated by the URL 
through the Internet connection [col. 3, lines 58-65] and displaying the web content 
according to the synchronized schedule of the TV content [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 
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Regarding claim 16, the claimed "synchronization is achieved by time stamping 
said television program selected by said user and the web content responsive to said 
television program" is met by the idea of making a URL valid for a pre-determined 
amount of time and triggering the URL to display web content based on that valid URL 
time [col. 4, lines 24-28]. 

Regarding claim 17, the claimed "television program is received from the group 
consisting of cable, satellite, and antenna" is met by the discussion of the well-known 
methods for transmission [col. 3, lines 5-8]. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 18. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 10, line 1 states "computer system 10", which does not exist and is in direct 
interference with PVR 10. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hidary et al (USPN 5,778,181) discloses a system for synchronizing the display 
of Internet content to a video signal. 

Throckmorton et al (USPN 5,818,441 ) discloses a system for simulating two-way 
connectivity in a one-way data stream for use to interact with TV programs. 

Zigmond et al (USPN 6,571 ,392) discloses a system for retrieving URLs over the 
Internet and displaying them synchronously with TV broadcast content. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael R. Shannon whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7356. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 
5:00PM, with alternate Friday's off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
as follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee 

payments, Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and 

Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered 

by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, 

Purolater, etc.) as follows: 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA22314 

Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet 
Web site http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: (703)872-9306 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Knox Building 
501 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2600. 



Michael R Shannon 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2614 

Michael R Shannon 
March 29, 2005 



JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



